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PRESS STATEMENT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
JOURNALISM AWARDS TO NURTURE INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 

CULTURE 

Monday, 3rd May 2021 Port Moresby - In a bid to support mainstream media newsrooms and encourage more and 
better-quality investigative reporting in PNG, Transparency International PNG (TIPNG) has now launched its 2021 
Investigative Journalisms Awards initiative. 

The 2021 Investigative Journalism Awards is an initiative by Transparency International PNG to recognize and 
encourage local journalists to take on the challenge of investigative reporting. Following the official launch of the 
awards during a TIPNG media engagement event yesterday, nominations are now open to all mainstream media 
journalists throughout PNG, under the following categories: 

1. INVESTIGATION INTO STATUTORY APPOINTMENTS AND USE OF PUBLIC MONEY: This 
category will focus on investigative journalism into administrative reforms on the appointments by merit and 
financial audits of public money including the procurement process by government. 

2. INVESTIGATION INTO SEPARATION OF POWERS: For this category, professional journalists are 
encouraged to thoroughly investigate the separation of powers and report on abuses of process and power 
within the three arms of government. 

3. OPEN CATEGORY: This category encourages journalists to discover and expose facts on cases of 
corruption at all levels of society and to expose any scandals. This includes, but is not limited to; Malpractice 
within law enforcement agencies, Political influence in the electoral process, Bribery cases in the elections, 
Governance of political parties, Transnational crimes and Sub-national level governance. 

TIPNG Board Chair, Peter Aitsi with the firm backing of PNG Media Council President Neville Choi added the 
initiative that would be a step towards to rebuilding and reinforcing an investigative journalism in PNG. 

“The media’s role in exposing cases of corruption and malpractice simply cannot be understated. And while we have 
had a few notable victories over the years, we know that a strong, ethical and consistent investigative reporting culture 
in PNG Media can also be a strong deterrent and a powerful tool for ensuring that those in power do not abuse that 
power,” said Mr Aitsi. 

“The role of journalists in our country today is even more crucial than before, in not just uncovering, but spotlighting 
instances of corruption. And to move from just reporting on it, to including informative opinions to highlight and be 
bold to publicly hold leaders in both the private and public sector to account,” said Mr Choi. 

The 2021 Investigative Journalism Awards is a TIPNG initiative under our Promoting Anti-corruption & Integrity 
Strategies (PAIS) project, which is funded by the European Union and supported by the Media Council of PNG. 
Winners will be announced during the second National Integrity Summit in February next year. For more information 
on the awards please contact our team at TIPNG. 

 

Ends…/// 

Authorized by:     Media contact:      
Arianne Kassman     Michael Arnold      
Executive Director    Communications Officer 


